When Eid Salah and Jumu'a Salah Coincide:
Imam al-Tahawi's Analysis of the Narrations

The following text is from Imam Abu Ja'far Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
Tahawi's (d. 321 AH /933 CE) renowned work Sharh Mushkil al-Athar. Al-
Tahawi was one of the most distinguished scholars of the early Hanafi
school and a master of hadith and jurisprudence (figh). His Sharh Mushkil
al-Athar represents a crucial source for understanding early Hanafi legal
methodology and provides invaluable evidence for the school's approach to
reconciling apparently contradictory hadith reports.

In this particular chapter, al-Tahawi addresses the complex issue of when
two religious festivals (Eids) occur on the same day, specifically when an
Eid Salah coincides with the Friday prayer (Jumua Salah). The text
demonstrates the sophisticated hermeneutical methods employed by early
Hanafi scholars in resolving apparent contradictions between religious
texts and legal principles. Al-Tahawi's analysis shows how the school
interpreted prophetic traditions regarding dispensations from Friday
prayer in light of broader legal frameworks concerning urban versus rural
religious obligations. The position of the Hanafi school is not an isolated
one but also reflects the stance of other major Sunni schools of law, as shall
be demonstrated below.

Al-Tahawt's work serves as important evidence for the early development
of Hanafi jurisprudence, illustrating how the school's founders and early
authorities engaged with complex textual interpretation [ta'wil] while
maintaining fidelity to both the apparent [zahir] meanings of texts and the
systematic coherence of Islamic law. In addition to what al-Tahawi
mentioned a translation from the Maqalat of Shaykh Muhammad Zahid ibn
al-Hasan al-Kawthari (d. 1951) has also been included and the reader is
asked to read the end notes for other scholarly quotations from classical
authorities.

Eid (x=) in Arabic literally means "festival" or "celebration." In Islamic
terminology, this refers primarily to the two major annual festivals: Eid al-
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Fitr (Festival of Breaking the Fast) after Ramadan, and Eid al-Adha (Festival
of Sacrifice) during the Hajj season. However, Friday is also considered an
Eid in Islamic tradition because the Prophet Muhammad # explicitly called
it so as the following Hadiths mentioned.

In Sunan Ibn Majah:
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1098 - 'Ammar ibn Khalid al-Wasiti narrated to us, he said: 'Ali ibn Ghurab
narrated to us, from Salih ibn Ab1 al-Akhdar, from al-Zuhri, from 'Ubayd ibn
al-Sabbagq, from Ibn 'Abbas, he said: The Messenger of Allah # said: "Indeed,
this is a day of Eid that Allah has made for the Muslims. So, whoever comes
to Friday [prayer], let him perform ghusl [ritual bathing], and if there is
perfume available, let him apply some of it, and upon you is [the use of] the
tooth-stick [siwak]."

Imam Shihab al-Din al-Busiri (d. 840 AH) recorded the following in his Ithaf
al-Khiyra al-Mahara bi-Zawa'id al-Masanid al-'Ashara (2/276):
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1511 - From Ibn al-Sabbaq: "That the Prophet % said on one of the Fridays:
'Indeed, this is a day of Eid that Allah has made for the Muslims, so perform
ghusl [ritual bathing], and whoever has perfume, it will not harm him to
apply some of it, and upon you is the use of the tooth-stick [siwak]."
Musaddad and al-Bayhaqi narrated it as a disconnected type of report
[mursal] with a chain whose men are trustworthy [thigat]. Al-Bayhaqi
narrated it as an elevated report [marfu'] from the hadith of Abu Hurayra
and from the hadith of Anas, and he said: "The correct view is that it is a
disconnected type of report [mursal]."
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Translation from Sharh Mushkil al-Athar:
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Chapter: Clarification of the Problematic Issues Narrated from the
Messenger of Allah £ Regarding Two Eids Occurring on the Same Day
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1153 - 'Ali ibn Ma'bad narrated to us, he said: Yahya ibn Abi Bukayr al-
Karmani narrated to us, he said: Isra‘ll ibn Yunus narrated to us, from
‘Uthman ibn al-Mughira, he said: I heard Iyas ibn Abi Ramla, he said: I heard
Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan while he was asking Zayd ibn Arqam, he said: "Did
you witness with the Messenger of Allah # two Eids that occurred on one
day?" He said: "Yes." He said: "How did he act?" He said: "He prayed, then
gave a dispensation [rukhsa] regarding Friday prayer, so he said: 'Whoever
wishes to pray, let him pray.” [187] Abu Ja'far said: This 'Uthman is the
cousin of al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf.
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1154 - Bakkar ibn Qutayba narrated to us, he said: Abu Dawud, the owner of
the tayalisa, narrated to us, he said: Isra'll narrated to us, he said: 'Uthman
ibn al-Mughira ibn Abi Zur'a from the family of Abu 'Aqil narrated to us, from
Iyas ibn Abi Ramla al-Shami, he said: I witnessed Mu'awiya ask Zayd ibn
Arqam: "Did you witness two Eids with the Messenger of Allah # that
occurred together?" He said: "Yes." He said: "What did he do?" He said: "He
prayed the Eid prayer and gave a dispensation regarding Friday prayer -
whoever wishes to sit [and not attend Friday prayer], let him sit."
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A questioner asked about the meaning of what is in these two hadiths after
he considered grave what is in them regarding the dispensation to abandon
Friday prayer, and he denied this from the Messenger of Allah #, and said:
"How can it be for anyone to stay away from Friday prayer with the saying
of Allah, Mighty and Majestic: 'O you who believe! When the call is made for
prayer on Friday, then hurry to the remembrance of Allah' [al-Jumu'a: 9]?"
- the verse.
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Our answer to him in this matter, by Allah's guidance and assistance, was
that those intended by the dispensation to abandon Friday prayer in these
two hadiths are the people of the highlands [‘awali] whose dwellings are
outside Madina, from among those upon whom Friday prayer is not
obligatory, because they are not in a city [misr] from among the cities, and
Friday prayer is only obligatory upon the people of the cities, and in [188]
the cities, not elsewhere.
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As narrated from 'Ali, peace be upon him, regarding this matter, which we
know with certainty that he did not say as a personal opinion [ra'y], since
such a matter cannot be said based on personal opinion, and that he only
said it as a transmitted instruction [tawqif], and no transmitted instruction
is found in this except from the Messenger of Allah .
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And this is what Ibrahim ibn Marzuq narrated to us, he said: Abu al-Walid
al-Tayalisi narrated to us, he said: Shu'ba narrated to us, from Zubayd al-
Iyami, he said: | heard Sa'd ibn 'Ubayda, from Abi 'Abd al-Rahman, from 'Al,
peace be upon him, he said: "There is no Friday prayer and no sacrifice
[tashriq] except in a city from among the cities."
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And what Ibrahim narrated to us, he said: Wahb ibn Jarir narrated to us, he
said: Shu'ba narrated to us, from Zubayd, from Sa'd ibn 'Ubayda, from Abi
'‘Abd al-Rahman, from 'Ali, he said: "There is no Friday prayer and no
sacrifice except in a congregational city [misr jami']."
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Abu Ja'far said: So, the people of the highlands who are not in a city from
among the cities are permitted to stay away from Friday prayers, and
whoever is permitted to stay away from Friday prayers is permitted to stay
away from other congregational prayers in Eid prayers and others. When
they attended the cities for Eid prayers, they were thereby in a place whose
people are required to attend that prayer, meaning: Friday prayer and other
Eid prayers.
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So, the Messenger of Allah # informed them through what is in these two
hadiths that they are not required to remain in the place they came to for
Eid prayer until Friday prayer time enters while they are there, so Friday
prayer would become obligatory upon them as it is obligatory upon the
people of that place, because it is a city from among the cities. He made it
optional for them to remain there until they pray Friday prayer in it, or to
depart from it to their places and abandon staying for Friday prayer, so their
return to their places would be a return to places where Friday prayer is
not obligatory upon their people.
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He said: "You have also narrated from the Prophet # regarding this meaning
a hadith that is more remarkable than this."
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1155 - Meaning what Muhammad ibn 'All ibn Dawud al-Baghdadi narrated
to us, he said: Yazid ibn 'Abd Rabbih al-Jurjusi narrated to us, he said:
Baqiyya ibn al-Walid narrated to us, he said: Shu'ba narrated to us, from
Mughira, from 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn Rufay', from Abi Salih, from Abi Hurayra, he
said: Two Eids occurred together during the time of the Prophet # on one
day, so the Prophet # said: "Whichever one you wish will suffice you.""
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He said: In this hadith is his referral of the choice to them in coming to Eid
prayer and abandoning coming to what is other than it from Friday prayer,
or coming to Friday prayer and abandoning what comes before it from Eid
prayer. [191]
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Our answer to him in this matter, by Allah's guidance and assistance, was
that it is possible that the Prophet # addressed them with this before Eid
day so they would do it on Eid day, and he informed the people of the
highlands that they may stay away from Eid prayer and attend Friday
prayer, or they may attend Eid prayer and pray it, then depart to their
places and not attend Friday prayer if the people of those places do not
have Friday prayer obligatory upon them, because they are not in a city
from among the cities.
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This hadith has been narrated with wordings that are more indicative of
this meaning than the hadith of Muhammad ibn 'Ali that we mentioned.
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1156 - As Bakkar ibn Qutayba narrated to us, he said: Abt Dawud and Abu
'Amir narrated to us, they said: Sufyan narrated to us, from 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn
Rufay', from Dhakwan, he said: Two Eids occurred together during the time
of the Prophet #, so he said: "You have indeed attained good and
remembrance [dhikr], and we are holding the Friday congregational prayer,
so whoever wishes to attend the Friday congregational prayer, let him
attend, and whoever wishes to return, let him return.”
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Abu Ja'far (al-Tahawi) said: In this hadith is a clarification of the meaning
that we mentioned [192] as a possible interpretation of the first hadith.
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It has been narrated from 'Uthman ibn 'Affan, may Allah be pleased with
him, that he had commanded the people of the highlands with something
similar to this on a day when two Eids occurred together during his time.
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As Bakkar ibn Qutayba narrated to us, he said: Rawh ibn 'Ubada narrated to
us, he said: Malik ibn Anas narrated to us, he said: Ibn Shihab informed us,
from Abi 'Ubayd, the freed slave of Ibn Azhar, he said: I witnessed the Eid
with 'Uthman on Friday, so he came and prayed, then departed and
delivered a sermon [khutba], and he said: "Two Eids have occurred together
for you on this day of yours. Whoever among the people of the highlands
wishes to wait for Friday prayer, let him wait for it, and whoever wishes to
return, let him return, for I have given him permission."
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And as Bakkar narrated to us, he said: Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Wazir narrated to
us, he said: Sufyan narrated to us, from al-Zuhri, from Abi 'Ubayd, the freed
slave of Ibn Azhar, he said: I witnessed the Eid with 'Uthman ibn 'Affan, may
Allah be pleased with him, and it coincided with Friday, so he began with
the prayer before the sermon, then he said: "This is a day on which two Eids
have occurred together for you. Whoever is here [193] from among the
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people of the highlands, we have given him permission, and whoever wishes
to remain, let him remain."
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In what we have mentioned is a clarification of what we mentioned
regarding what we previously described in our interpretation of what we
have narrated from the Messenger of Allah # in this chapter. We ask Allah
for success.

Al-Kawthari on Eid Salah coinciding with Jumu'a

He mentioned the following in his Magalat (pp. 258-261):

A noble visitor came to me yesterday, requesting that I write something
about whether Friday prayer is waived for one who has prayed the Eid
prayer on Friday, or whether it is not waived. I said: This question has
passed its time. He said: No, rather I beseech you earnestly in supplication
that you write what would satisfy regarding this matter, because many of
those who work in destruction without building anything from the religion
have made it their habit to confuse the common people by confronting
them with what contradicts what has been inherited among them regarding
matters of belief and practice - for reasons known to Allah - persisting in
speaking about that issue in many gatherings and clubs from the day of Eid
al-Adha until today. This might lead to casting doubt on all inherited
jurisprudence [figh] if the people of expertise remain silent about clarifying
the truth whenever someone dares to challenge the followed jurisprudence
[figh] passed down from predecessors to successors. So I said to him: Take
this matter lightly, and this issue is not among the dangerous issues relative
to the anomalous issues that we face from time to time. Nevertheless, I will
write something about it in compliance with your desire, so I say, seeking
help from Allah:
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Indeed, the statement that Eid prayer suffices for Friday prayer and is
adequate in place of Friday prayer is an anomalous opinion attributed to
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal among the followed Imams - may Allah be pleased
with them - but since the codification of his jurisprudential school
[madhhab] was not under his supervision - unlike the schools [madhahib]
of the other Imams - the narrations from him multiplied, as you can find
confirmation of this in (al-Ri'ayah al-Kubra) by Ibn Hamdan and (al-Furt')
by Ibn Muflih, until the sifting of narrations from him became extremely
difficult, and it became problematic to rely on the correctness of attributing
an opinion contrary to the opinion of the majority to him. Therefore, you
see Ibn Jarir and others who wrote about disagreements generally do not
mention his disagreement, rather his school [madhhab] did not spread
outside Iraq as a jurisprudential school [madhhab fighi] except in the
middle of the fifth century through Abu Ya'la al-Qadi and his companions.
Imam Ilkiya al-Harasi al-Shafii, the well-known, compiled a book
containing about one hundred issues from his unique positions, which
stirred the ire of the Hanbalis until they compiled responses to him.

As for our issue, Abu Hanifa and his companions, Malik and his
companions, al-Shafi'li and his companions, even the Zahiris, have all
agreed that Eid prayer does not waive Friday prayer at all.

After this preamble, I say: If the questioner is a common person, then he
has no school [madhhab] other than what the scholar he consulted gives
him as a legal opinion [fatwa], trusting in his religion and knowledge, being
scrupulous and not following desires. This scholar is bound by the texts of
his school [madhhab] if he is not among the people of independent
reasoning [ijtihad]. In Egypt - may Allah Most High protect it - where there
is no recognized school [madhhab] followed by the Muslim Egyptian people
other than the schools [madhahib] of Abu Hanifa, Malik, and al-Shafi'i - may
Allah be pleased with them - it is not permissible for a scholar of that type
to give a legal opinion [fatwa] to a non-Hanbali questioner there with an
opinion considered anomalous by the majority merely because he finds it
recorded in some books, especially regarding concessions [rukhas],
because that would be following desires, not worship. But if the scholar
giving the legal opinion [fatwa] is one who feels independent reasoning
[ijtihad] within himself, then it is not permissible for him to give a legal
opinion [fatwa] about anything without establishing a strong proof in the
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matter, receiving responses with an open heart. So, our discussion of the
issue is with two groups: the group of imitators [muqallida], followers of the
followed Imams - may Allah be pleased with them - and the group that
aspires to independent reasoning [ijtihad].

The first group, since it is satisfied with the texts of the Imams, it suffices
for us here to enumerate from the texts of the Imams of independent
reasoning [a'immat al-ijtihad] in the matter what contains sufficient
communication, SO we say:

Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani said in (al-Jami' al-Saghir'):
Muhammad from Ya'qub from Abu Hanifa: Two celebrations came together
on one day, so the first is a recommended act [sunna] and the other is an
obligation [farida], and neither of them should be abandoned - meaning the
Eid and Friday.

And in (al-Muwatta')" of Imam Muhammad also, from Imam Malik ibn Anas
from Muhammad ibn Shihab al-Zuhri from Abu 'Ubayd, the freed slave of
Ibn Azhar, that he said in his narration: (I witnessed the Eid with 'Uthman
ibn 'Affan - may Allah be pleased with him - so he prayed then departed,
then gave a sermon and said: Indeed, two celebrations have come together
for you on this day of yours, so whoever among the people of al-'Aliyah
wishes to wait for Friday, let him wait for it, and whoever wishes to return,
let him return, for I have given him permission). Then Muhammad’ said:
(And by all of this we take, and 'Uthman only gave permission regarding
Friday to the people of al-'Aliyah because they are not among the people of
the city [misr], and this is the opinion of Abu Hanifa)."

And al-'Aliyah is miles away from Madina. Al-Bukhari recorded this
narration [hadith] in his authentic collection [Sahih]"! in the chapter on
sacrifices, as did Yahya al-Laythi in (al-Muwatta')".

Abu al-Walid al-Baji al-Maliki said in his commentary™: (Ibn Wahb, Mutarrif,
and Ibn al-Majishuin narrated from Malik that this - meaning the permission
for the people of the highlands and villages - is permissible... And by this
Abu Hanifa and al-Shafi'1* said).
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Al-Shafi1 said in (al-Umm®): (And if the day of Fitr is a Friday, the Imam
prays the Eid when the prayer becomes permissible, then gives permission
to those present who are not among the people of the city [misr] to depart
if they wish to their families and not return for Friday, and the choice for
them is to stay until they attend Friday prayer or to return after their
departure if they are able until they attend Friday prayer, and if they do not
do so, there is no blame, Allah willing. This is not permissible for anyone
among the people of the city [misr] except for one with an excuse). Then
he said (And likewise if it is the day of Sacrifice, it does not differ if it isin a
town where Friday is held and Eid is prayed, and the people of Mina do not
pray the (Eid al-) Adha prayer nor Friday prayer because it is not a city
[misr]).

Al-Badr al-'Ayni said in (al-Binaya Sharh al-Hidaya)*: (Ibn 'Abd al-Barr said:
The waiving of Friday (prayer) and Zuhr by Eid prayer is abandoned and
forsaken, not to be relied upon).

Ibn Hazm said in al-Muhalla¥: (And if Eid and Friday come together, one
prays for Eid then for Friday necessarily, and no authentic report [athar]
contradicts this... Abu Muhammad (Ibn Hazm) said: Friday is an obligation
[fard] and Eid is voluntary [tatawwu'], and the voluntary does not waive the
obligatory) - end quote.

And by this, the school [madhhab] of the three Imams and their companions
and the school [madhhab] of the Zahiris became apparent, and their
evidence is the Book and the widely transmitted Sunna and inherited
practice and consensus [ijma'] regarding the obligation of Friday prayer
upon the people of cities [amsar] among men who are not excused as a
general obligation. So, it is inconceivable to exclude one who prays Eid from
this ruling except by the establishment of evidence equal to it in strength,
and short of that is stringing thorns, as the great muhaddith (Hadith
scholar) al-Tahanawi says in the eighth volume of his book (I'la" al-Sunan)*,
and in it is a comprehensive examination of this research from every angle.
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What is attributed in some books to 'Ata’ regarding waiving Friday prayer
and Zuhr for one who prayed Eid on a day when Eid and Friday prayer came
together is an error in its narration due to Ibn al-Zubayr not going out after
Eid prayer until afternoon ['asr], and Allah forbid that he would say to waive
Friday prayer, let alone Zuhr, thus dropping one prayer from the five
prayers.®

As for what is narrated about Ibn al-Zubayr, we will discuss it soon, Allah
willing. There is no blame on a Hanbali who is not familiar with the evidence
of the issue if he follows the opinion recorded in Hanbali books regarding
the issue that Friday is a collective obligation [fard kifaya] after performing
Eid prayer without Zuhr being waived for one who did not pray Friday, and
this is also the school [madhhab] of Zayd ibn 'Ali - may Allah be pleased with
him. Allah forbid that it would be from the school [madhhab] of Zayd or
Ahmad to waive the obligation [fard] of Zuhr for one who prayed Eid.

Abu Bakr ibn al-'Arabi* said: The narration [hadith] of Abu Hurayra from
Abu Dawud and the narration [hadith] of Zayd ibn Arqam from him as well
do not contain the Imam abandoning Friday - as is reported about Ibn al-
Zubayr - but rather they contain the concession for one who has a distant
residence. End quote.

So, the possessor of proof cannot turn away from restricting the
concession to the people of villages, and al-Tahawi proceeded upon this in
(Mushkil al-Athar) following the proofs. However, the Hanbali imitator
[mugallid] is excused in following what is recorded in the books of his
school [madhhab], even if the issue is weak from the standpoint of proof, as
is the ruling for one who imitates the followed Imams, unlike one who is
familiar with the evidence of rulings, for it is not permissible for him to
deviate from what the clear-landmark proof requires.

So, it becomes apparent that Eid prayer does not avail even a thread's worth
in place of Friday prayer, and the permission to absent oneself from Friday
is only with regard to the people of villages and desert areas according to
the three Imams and their companions and the majority of jurists [fugaha']
- may Allah be pleased with them. Abu Dawud, despite his recording of
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those narrations [ahadith], did not attribute the issue to Ahmad in his
questions [masa'il] nor to Ishaq ibn Manstr. Nevertheless, the imitators
[mugallida] of the Hanbali or Zaydi school [madhhab] are excused in
following the opinion recorded in the two schools regarding the issue, even
though it is weak in foundation and refuted in proof, because the evidence
of the imitator [muqallid] is the saying of his Imam, so he is not bound by
proof, unlike one who has familiarity with the evidence of rulings, for he
cannot afford to contradict the apparent [zahira] proof. The proof in the
matter has become apparent, so praise be to Allah for granting success and
guidance. End of quotes.

Further quotes:

Imam al-Tahawi has been quoted by Imam Abu Bakr al-Jassas (d. 370 AH) as
saying the following in his Mukhtasar Ikhtilaf al-‘Ulama’ (1,/346):
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Regarding the Two Eids When They Coincide - Does One Suffice for the
Other?
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“Our companions (Hanafis) said: The first is Sunna and the other is an
obligation (fard). He attends both and one does not suffice for the other.
This is the position of Malik.”

In al-Mudawwanah al-Kubra of al-Qadi Sahnun al-Tanukhi (d. 240 AH) it
mentioned the following from Imam Malik ibn Anas (d. 179 AH):
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I said: What is Malik's position when (Eid) al-Adha and Friday coincide, or
(Eid al) Fitr and Friday, and a man from the city dwellers prays the Eid with
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the Imam then wants not to attend Friday [prayer] - does his attendance at
Eid prayer exempt him from what is obligatory upon him of attending
Friday [prayer]?
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He said: No, and he used to say: That does not exempt him from what is
obligatory upon him of attending Friday [prayer]. Malik said: It has not
reached me that anyone gave permission to the people of al-‘Awali except
‘Uthman, and Malik did not approve of what ‘Uthman did, and he held the
view that whoever has Friday [prayer] as an obligation upon him, the imam's
permission does not exempt him from it, even if he attended an Eid with
the imam before that on that same day. This reached me from Malik.

The Maliki scholar known as Abu Bakr al-Siqilli (d. 451 AH) mentioned the
following in his al-Jami" li-Masa’il al-Mudawwana (3 /863):
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From the Mudawwana/ Malik said: Whoever attends the Eid on a Friday
with the Imam, attending the Eid does not exempt him from coming to
Friday [prayer], even if the Imam gives him permission. Malik did not take
[the position based on] ‘Uthman's permission to the people of al-‘Awali,
and he said: "Nothing has reached me from anyone else [regarding this
matter]."
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It came in al-Ma‘Gnah ‘ala Madhhab ‘Alim al-Madinah al-Imam Malik ibn
Anas by the Judge Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Ali ibn Nasr al-
Tha‘labi al-Baghdadi al-Maliki (d. 422 AH), Book of Prayer, Chapter of
Friday Prayer, Section: When an Eid and Friday Coincide
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(When an Eid and Friday coincide, one does not drop the other, contrary to
whoever said that attending the Eid suffices for Friday; because of His
saying, the Exalted: "When the call is made for prayer on Friday, then hasten
to the remembrance of Allah" [al-Jumu‘ah: 9], and his saying, peace and
blessings be upon him: "Friday [prayer] is upon every Muslim," and because
the conditions of Friday are present, so performing it becomes necessary,
based on the principle when it is not an Eid day; because Eid prayer is a
sunnah so it does not drop an obligation, based on the principle of eclipse
[prayer], and because Friday is more emphasized than Eid because it is an
obligation, so if the weaker one does not drop [the stronger], then the
weaker is more fitting not to drop the greater).
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"al-Ma‘@inah ‘ala Madhhab ‘Alim al-Madinah 'al-Imam Malik ibn Anas'," Aba
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Ali ibn Nasr al-Tha'labi al-Baghdadi al-
Maliki, (2/ 299)."
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Imam al-Khatib al-Shirbini (d. 977 AH) said: "If Eid coincides with Friday
and the people of the village who are reached by the call come to Eid prayer,
and if they returned to their families they would miss Friday [prayer], then
they may return and abandon Friday [prayer] that day according to the
most correct [asahh] position. This is excepted from the author's absolute
statement. However, if its time enters before their departure - such as if it
enters immediately after their salam from Eid - then the apparent
[position], as our teacher said, is that they may not abandon it." Mughni al-
Muhtaj, al-Khatib al-Shirbini (1/539).
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Imam al-Shafi‘i (d. 204 AH) said: "When the day of Fitr is a Friday, the Imam
prays Eid when prayer becomes permissible, then gives permission to those
who attended from other than the people of the city [misr] to depart if they
wish to their families, and they do not return to Friday [prayer]. The
preferable choice for them is to remain until they hold Friday [prayer], or
to return after their departure if they are able until they hold Friday
[prayer]. If they do not do so, there is no sin, if Allah the Exalted wills." al-
Umm, by al-Shafi‘i (1/274).

Conclusion:

Based on the extensive scholarly analysis presented in this compilation, it
is clear that the vast majority of Sunni madhhabs do not grant a concession
to abandon Friday prayer when Eid falls on a Friday particularly for city
dwellers, with the exception of the Hanbali school.
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End notes:

i 3/186-192, see - https://app.turath.io/book/22547?page=1150)

I This narration via the route of Bagiyya ibn al-Walid was analysed by Imam Abii
'"Umar ibn 'Abd al-Barr (d. 463 AH) in his al-Tamhid (10/270, see here -
https://app.turath.io/book/1719?page=3517) as part of a lengthy discussion as follows:
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Abii ‘Umar said: There is no clarification in the hadith of Ibn al-Zubayr that he prayed
two units [rak ‘atayn] for Friday prayer along with the Eid prayer. Whichever of the two
matters it was, that is an abandoned and forsaken practice. If he did not pray anything
with the Eid prayer until the afternoon prayer [ *Asr], then all the fundamental principles
[ustl] testify to the corruption of this position, because when two obligations coincide
on a single obligation, one does not drop the other. How then could an obligation (fard)
drop for a recommended practice [sunna] that occurs on its day? This is something
whose corruption no person of understanding doubts.
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If he prayed two units for Friday prayer along with the Eid al-Fitr prayer, then he prayed
Friday prayer at other than its proper time according to most people. However, this is a
matter in which the early generations [salaf] differed. Some people held that the time
for Friday prayer is the early part of the day and that it is a festival prayer [salat ‘1d].
The discussion of this has already passed in the chapter of Ibn Shihab from ‘Urwa. The
majority held that the time for Friday prayer is the time for midday prayer [zuhr], and
this is the position of the jurists [fugaha’] of the major cities [amsar].
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As for the first position - that Friday prayer is dropped by the Eid and neither midday
prayer [zuhr] nor Friday payer is prayed - this is a position of clear corruption and
apparent error, abandoned and forsaken, not to be given consideration, because Allah
(Mighty and Majestic) says: "When the call is made for prayer on the day of Friday"
and He did not specify an Eid day from others.
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As for the transmitted reports [athar] concerning this matter, there is no clarification in
them of the dropping of Friday prayer and midday prayer [zuhr], but rather they contain
a dispensation [rukhsa] for absenting oneself from attending Friday prayer. This is
interpreted by the people of knowledge in two ways: one is that Friday prayer drops for
the people of the city and others, and they pray midday prayer [zuhr]; and the other is
that the dispensation [rukhsa] was granted only for the Bedouins and those upon whom
Friday prayer is not obligatory. We shall mention the disagreement of people
concerning this and concerning those upon whom Friday prayer is obligatory in this
chapter, if Allah the Exalted wills.
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‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad narrated to us, he said: Muhammad ibn Bakr narrated to
us, he said: Abii Dawiid narrated to us, he said: Muhammad ibn al-Musaffa and ‘Umar
ibn Hafs al-Rusafi narrated to us, they said: Baqiyya narrated to us, he said: Shu‘ba
narrated to us.
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‘Abd al-Warith ibn Sufyan narrated to us, he said: Qasim ibn Asbagh narrated to us, he
said: Muhammad ibn Waddah narrated to us, he said: Ibn al-Musaffa narrated to us, he
said: Baqgiyya narrated to us, he said: Shu‘ba narrated to us, he said: al-Mughira al-Basr1
narrated to me from ‘Abd al-"Aziz ibn Rufay’ from Ab1 Salih from Abu Hurayra from
the Messenger of Allah % that he said: "Two festivals have coincided on this day of
yours. Whoever wishes, Friday suffices him, and we are holding [Friday prayer], if
Allah wills."

(—;S\);\ u\%dﬁwmwu_\ﬂ\\@d@d\e&@;&:mumqw@;\ )_\\dls
wﬂuﬁca\jjbu\}kbﬂ\mm‘umwh\wucn_mh:\.maa;).ﬁel;udﬂ\ \JAJA.\\);\;L.»:
OB A shaad ool (AT S5 2518 b o JaT ol JaT G 0555 Sl A b er Gy a5l
4 &80 (ae Gl Camia 3h 5 5SUa A5 28 i 5 (el

Abil “‘Umar said: Those who followed “Ata’'s position in this matter used this hadith as
evidence because of what it contains of his *# saying "If you wish, it suffices you"
"whoever wishes, it suffices him." This hadith, as far as I know, was not narrated from
Shu‘ba by any of his trustworthy companions who were memorizers [huffaz]. Rather,
it was narrated from him by Baqiyya ibn al-Walid, who is nothing concerning Shu ‘ba
at all. His narration from the people of his land, the people of Syria, is disputed, and
most people of knowledge weaken Baqiyya regarding Syrians and others. He has
objectionable reports [manakir] and is weak [da‘1f], not one who can be used as
evidence.
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Al-Thawr narrated it from “Abd al-"Aziz ibn Rufay" from Abu Salih as a disconnected
report [mursal]. He said: "Two festivals coincided during the time of the Messenger of
Allah £, so he said: 'We are holding [Friday prayer]. Whoever among you wishes to
attend Friday, let him attend, and whoever wishes to return, let him return." He
confined himself in this hadith to mentioning the permissibility of returning and did not
mention sufficiency [ijza’].

d\ﬁui_\suu.\u_)\‘,l\m@hcm\m\\i\cg_))d\;uhu_\mea_)u;);_)ﬂ\mus‘;115.\1\:\.1‘)5\‘9_)‘5
A Wha (8 Qb o e.ua\).a\ [ L;Jy\.m.ull d\.:.w\ o e—““)—" Gha (G @...a\ 3 Auld [EXEN
‘_A\L:m\d\ﬁo})h‘sa\uccjha‘sﬂunes)w}ﬂ\muhd&@ﬁ\dﬂﬁ\wm\m@
eSmemeS&cm;\me}‘mM\gﬁ}%m\d}ujuduameyjmey‘;%md)uj
& Q) d}u)cﬁu&sduuwmg\wu\esmm\wsMJ b\cAMQ_:\}m;X\} 128
G s

Ziyad al-Bakka'1 narrated it from ‘Abd al-"Aziz ibn Rufay® with the same meaning as
al-ThawrT's hadith, except that he connected it with a chain of transmission: ‘Abd al-
Warith ibn Sufyan narrated to me, he said: Qasim ibn Asbagh narrated to us, he said:
Ibrahtm ibn Ishaq al-NaysabiirT narrated to us, he said: Ibrahim ibn Dinar narrated to
us, he said: Ziyad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Tufayl al-Bakka 1 narrated to us, he said: “Abd
al-*Aziz ibn Rufay" narrated to us from Abu Salih from Abi Hurayra. He said: "We
gathered with the Messenger of Allah # on a day that was both an Eid day and a Friday.
The Messenger of Allah # said to us while at the Eid: 'This is a day on which two
festivals have coincided for you - this festival of yours and Friday. I will hold [Friday
prayer] when I return. Whoever among you wishes to attend Friday, let him attend it."'
He said: "When the Messenger of Allah # returned, he held Friday prayer with the
people."
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It has become clear in this narration and al-Thawr1's narration of this hadith that
the Messenger of Allah £ held Friday prayer with the people that day. In this is
evidence that the obligation of Friday and midday prayer [zuhr] is binding and
that it does not drop, and that the dispensation [rukhsa] was intended only for
those upon whom Friday is not obligatory among those who attended the Eid from
the Bedouins. And Allah knows best. This is an interpretation [ta’wil] that the
fundamental principles [usiil] support and that the evidences establish. Whoever
opposes it has no evidence with him and no proof.
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If someone argues with what ‘Abd al-Warith narrated to us, he said: Qasim narrated to
us, he said: Abii Qilaba narrated to us, he said: ‘Abd Allah ibn Humran narrated to us,
he said: “‘Abd al-Hamid ibn Ja'far narrated to us, he said: My father informed me from
Wahb ibn Kaysan who said: "Two festivals coincided during the time of Ibn al-Zubayr.
He prayed the Eid and did not go out for Friday prayer." He said: "I mentioned this to
Ibn ‘Abbas, and he said: 'He did not deviate from the practice [sunna] of his Prophet.' I
mentioned this to Ibn al-Zubayr, and he said: "This is how ‘Umar acted with us."
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It is said to him: This is a hadith whose chain of transmission [isnad] is confused. Yahya
al-Qattan narrated it, he said: ‘Abd al-Ham1d ibn Ja‘far narrated to us, he said: Wahb
ibn Kaysan informed me, he said: "Two festivals coincided during the time of Ibn al-
Zubayr. He delayed going out until the day became high, then he went out and delivered
a sermon, lengthening the sermon. Then he came down and prayed two units [rak ‘atayn]
and did not pray Friday prayer for the people that day." This was mentioned to Ibn
‘Abbas, and he said: "He hit upon the practice [sunna]."
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Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb al-Nasa'1 mentioned it from Sawwar from al-Qattan from ‘Abd al-
Hamid ibn Ja'far, but he did not say "from his father from Wahb ibn Kaysan." He
mentioned that this was when the day became high and that he lengthened the sermon.
It is possible that he prayed that prayer at the beginning of the meridian [zawal], and
the Eid prayer was dropped, and he was satisfied with what he prayed at that time.
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In the narration of al-A ‘'mash from ‘Ata’ from Ibn al-Zubayr, the people held Friday
prayer on that day and Ibn al-Zubayr did not go out to them. Ibn “Abbas was in al-Ta'if,
and when he arrived, we mentioned this to him, and he said: "He hit upon the practice
[sunna]."
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This can be interpreted to mean that Ibn al-Zubayr prayed midday prayer [zuhr] in his
house, and that the dispensation [rukhsa] was granted for abandoning the two gatherings
due to the hardship in that, not that midday prayer [zuhr] drops.
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As for the hadith of Isra"1l from ‘Uthman ibn al-Mughira al-Thaqafi from Iyas ibn Abt
Ramla al-Shami, he said: "I witnessed Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan asking Zayd ibn
Argam: 'Did you witness with the Messenger of Allah ¥ two festivals that coincided
on one day?' He said: 'Yes.' He said: 'How did he act?' He said: 'He prayed the Eid, then
granted a dispensation [rakhkhasa] regarding Friday prayer and said: "Whoever wishes
to pray, let him pray.""

w,ﬁ;u;;;mu)g,du\y\u;)usu;mug;juy\ws;jwmu;mgugi&j
LAJWGSUAAJM\JJ.JM&LMUM\LPLAGdﬂwaﬂ}d.u\)u\ucLgd@u;\us‘;c

This hadith was not mentioned by al-Bukhari. Abt Dawiid mentioned it from
Muhammad ibn Kathir from Isra‘1l, and al-Nasa'1 mentioned it from ‘Amr ibn “Al1 from
Ibn Mahdi from Isra’il. There is no evidence in it for the dropping of Friday, but rather
there is evidence that he granted a dispensation [rakhkhasa] regarding attending it.
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The best interpretation [ta’wil] for this is that the dispensation was granted
regarding the call [adhan] for those upon whom Friday is not obligatory among
those who attended that Eid. And Allah knows best. When these reports [athar]
admit of the interpretation [ta’wil] we have mentioned, it is not permissible for a
Muslim to hold the position of the dropping of the Friday obligation from those
upon whom it is obligatory.
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Because Allah (Mighty and Majestic) says: "O you who believe! When the call is made
for prayer on the day of Friday, then hasten to the remembrance of Allah," (Sura al-
Jumu’a: 9) and Allah and His Messenger did not specify an Eid day from others in a
way that would make its proof obligatory. How then with one who holds the position
of the dropping of Friday and midday prayer [zuhr], which are agreed upon in the Book,
the Sunna, and consensus [ijma ‘], based on hadiths, none of which is free from criticism
by the people of knowledge of hadith? End of quotes.

iii 1/113, see here - https://app.turath.io/book/6160?page=46

v 1/188, see here - https://app.turath.io/book/16050?page=269
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v

In his recension of Muwatta Malik (p. 88, see here -
https://app.turath.i0/book/16050?page=269)

Vi Imam Abii Bakr ibn al-Mundhir (d. 319 AH) said in his book al-Awsat fi al-Sunan
wa'l-hma' wa'l-Ikhtilaf (The Middle [Path] in Traditions, Consensus, and
Disagreement, 4/291):
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2185 - Al-Rab1' informed us, he said: Al-Shafi'm informed us, he said: Malik informed
us, from Ibn Shihab, from Abi 'Ubayd, the freed slave of Ibn Azhar, he said: "I
witnessed the Eid with 'Uthman ibn 'Affan. He came and prayed, then departed and
said: 'Two Eids have occurred together for you on this day of yours. Whoever among
the people of the highlands wishes to wait for Friday [prayer], let him wait for it, and
whoever wishes to return, let him return, for I have given him permission."
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Al-Shafi'1 said the same, and he said: "This is not permissible for anyone among
the people of the city to abandon attending Friday [prayer] except for an excuse."
Al-Nu'man [Abu Hanifa] said regarding two Eids occurring on one day: '"One
attends both of them - the first is Sunna and the other is an obligation [farida], and
neither one of them should be abandoned."
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Abii Bakr said: The people of knowledge have reached consensus [ajma'a] on the
obligation of Friday prayer, and the established reports from the Messenger of Allah £
indicate that the obligatory prayers are five, and the two Eid prayers are not among the
five. When the Book [Qur'an], the Sunna, and consensus indicate the obligation of
Friday prayer, and the reports from the Messenger of Allah * indicate that the
obligatory prayers are five, and the two Eid prayers are not among the five, and when
the Book, the Sunna, and consensus indicate the obligation of Friday prayer and the
reports from the Messenger of Allah # indicate that Eid prayer is voluntary [tatawwu'],
it is not permissible to abandon an obligation [fard] for something voluntary [tatawwu'].

Vil No. 5572, see here - https://app.turath.io/book/1681?page=8320

viii 1/178
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X In his work known as al-Muntaqa Sharh al-Muwatta' (1/317, see here -
https://app.turath.i0/book/6684?page=316)

* Al-Bayhaqi mentioned the following in his Ma‘rifat al-Sunan (5/117):
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Meaning: Al-Shafi‘T said in the narration of Abt Sa‘id: This is not permissible for
anyone from the people of the city [misr]. He interpreted the hadith as applying to those
who attended it from other than the people of the city, so they may depart if they wish
to their families and not return for Friday. The preferable choice for them is to remain
until they hold Friday prayer if they are able.

X 1/274, see here - https://app.turath.io/book/1655?page=259

*ii The full quote from al-Binaya Sharh al-Hidaya (3/97):
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Ibn 'Abd al-Barr said: The dropping of Friday and Zuhr prayers by means of Eid prayer
is abandoned and forsaken, and no one maintains this [position]. The interpretation
[ta'wil] of this is regarding the people of the desert [Bedouins] and those upon whom
Friday prayer is not obligatory. It is recommended to delay Eid prayer on [Eid] al-Fitr
and to hasten it on [Eid] al-Nahr (the day of sacrificing the animals) in order to hasten
the sacrifices [adahi]. The departure of its time during [the prayer] corrupts it, like
Friday [prayer].

xii 3/304, see here - https://app.turath.io/book/767?page=1108

XV 113" al-Sunan is a comprehensive work elucidating hadiths that support the positions
and methodologies of the Hanaft school of Islamic jurisprudence. The text was
composed as a scholarly response to critiques levelled by the Ahl-i Hadith movement
in the Indian subcontinent, by Shaykh Zafar Ahmad 'Uthmani (al-Tahanawi, d. 1974).
The discussion on this topic is in I'la" al-Sunan (8/92-98).

XV Tbn 'Abd al-Barr (d. 463 AH) expounded on this in his al-Istidhkar (2/385) as
follows:
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Al-Thawri, Abii Hanifa, al-Shafi7, and most of the people of knowledge said that
'Uthman's permission was for those upon whom Friday prayer is not binding from
among the people of the highlands, because Friday prayer is only obligatory upon the
people of the city according to the Kufans.
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As for al-Shafi', it is obligatory in his view upon whoever hears the call [adhan] from
outside the city. The scholars do not differ regarding the obligation of Friday prayer
upon whoever is in the city - adult free men - whether he heard the call or did not hear
it.
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Abii "Umar (Ibn 'Abd al-Barr) said: A rejected opinion [gawl munkar] has been narrated
in this chapter from Ibn al-Zubayr and 'Ata' that the jurists of the cities rejected and
none of them held. This is that 'Abd al-Razzaq narrated from Ibn Jurayj who said: 'Ata’
said: "If Friday and the day of Fitr occur together on one day, let him combine them -
he prays only two rak'ahs and does not pray after that until 'Asr."
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Ibn Jurayj said: Then he informed us about that, saying: "A day of Fitr and a day of
Friday prayer occurred together on one day during the time of Ibn al-Zubayr. Ibn al-
Zubayr said: 'Two Eids have occurred together on one day,' so he combined them both.
He prayed two rak'as in the morning - the Fitr prayer - then did not add to it until he
prayed 'Asr."
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Sa'ld ibn al-Musayyab narrated from Qatada who said: I heard 'Ata' say: "Two Eids
occurred together during the time of Ibn al-Zubayr, so he prayed the Eid prayer then
did not come out until 'Asr."
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Abil 'Umar said: “As for what Ibn al-Zubayr did and what 'Ata' transmitted from
that and gave as a legal opinion, although it has been differently reported from
him, there is no basis for it according to the community of jurists, and it is an error
in their view if it is taken at face value, because the obligation [fard] of Friday
prayer is not dropped by performing the Sunna of Eid according to any of the
people of knowledge.”

i Al-Kawthari did not mention which work by Ibn al-Arabi he was quoting from. A
similar quote is found Abii Bakr ibn al-‘ArabT's ‘Aridat al-Ahwadhi (3/13) as follows:
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“There 1s no abandoning of Friday prayer by the Imam in them as al-Zubayr did, but
rather there is a dispensation [rukhsa] for one who had a dwelling.”
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